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Speech at the “Turkic and Latin American cultures, history and traditions – continental and regional approach” Scientific Conference
Your Excellency Senator Buarque,
Distinguished speakers,
Dear Guests,
I am honored to be present this morning and to have an opportunity to say a few words at this Conference dedicated to the Turkic and Latin American cultures, history and traditions.
Before I proceed to my specific topic concerning the Kazakhstan in the Global World: Competitiveness and maintaining national identity, I would like to thank the organizers and participants for their contribution to the work of this Conference. I have prepared a small presentation so that you feel not so much bored until the end of my speech, I hope so.
Ladies and gentlemen,
It is needless to say that any country’s economic and political prosperity, its competitiveness in the global arena depends on the nation’s well-being and modernization. An individual must be competitive enough to move forward and leave behind the elements of the past that hinder its development. Therefore, the first condition for successful modernization is maintaining national culture and tradition.
«We need to look into the past in order to understand the present and foresee the future», noted President of Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev. What does it mean? This means preserving the inner core of national identity, using its best traditions as prerequisites and important conditions for success. We should keep modernizing our national identity while preserving what makes our country and people special. Thus, maintaining national identity is one of the core aspects of the advanced modernization process that were outlined by President of Kazakhstan in his program article “Course towards the future: modernization of Kazakhstan’s identity”, published in April this year.
These include specifying a timeline for transitioning the Kazakh language to the Latin alphabet by 2025, translating the world’s 100 best textbooks on the humanities into the Kazakh language, promoting Kazakhstan’s national holy sites domestically and Kazakhstan’s modern culture globally. Other projects include encouraging a stronger “neighborhood” and local identity as part of a wider national one, and acknowledging individuals who contributed to the achievements of Kazakhstan over the last 25 years. We hope that the implementation of these modernization projects, will not only demonstrate Kazakhstan’s openness to the world, but also will further integrate Kazakhstan into the international community.
When I say modernization of Kazakhstan’s identity, I mean the cultural diversity of our country. As you know, Kazakhstan is a multiethnic nation. There are representatives of 130 ethnic groups: Kazakhs, Russians, Uzbeks, Urkrainians, Uygurs, Tatars, Germans and many other nations living in peace and harmony in our country, thank heavens. Our cultural and traditional diversity is our wealth and people share this common identity despite their ethnicity. Thus, the Turkic heritage is also a part of our culture and our identity.
It takes significant place in the history of our nation’s culture, and the legacy left to us by our ancestors is invaluable. Therefore, cooperation between Turkic speaking states is important for us. The Turkic vector of our politics contributed to the world recognition of Kazakhstan as a state with a favorable investment climate operating in accordance with the norms of international law. Namely, it is an active cooperation within the framework of the Cooperation Council of Turkic-Speaking States. The idea of setting up Turkic Council was first put forward by President of Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev back in 2006. We also actively participate within other cooperation mechanisms like the Parliamentary Assembly of the Turkic Speaking Countries (TURKPA), the International Organization of Turkic Culture (TURKSOY), International Turkic Academy, and International Foundation for Turkic Cultural and Heritage.
Partnership within these organizations helps our countries to revive our common roots, create opportunities for spiritual unification, understand our common values, as well as serve to promote rich cultural heritage of the Turkic countries to the wider world, including Brazil.
Brazil is the largest Latin American country; it is well-known all over the world for its culture, language, tradition and customs. Given that, we seek to introduce Kazakh culture to the Brazilian society within the framework of the “Modern Kazakh Culture in the Global World” project. Therefore, Brazil is in the priority list of states in the agenda of this project. Taking into account Brazil’s experience, we want to enhance and maintain long-lasting cooperation in this field.
Today’s event is a great opportunity to introduce our countries’ cultures to each other, establish intercultural dialogue and I believe that from now on we will be more connected despite the huge geographical distance.
Thank you.
